Pope Francis Motu Proprio ‘Spiritus Domini’ to Allow Women to Be 
Ordained Acolytes and Lectors 
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It is not secret that as a result of Vatican II, the Catholic mass changed dramatically. One of those changes 
was the greater role of women in services, especially regarding communion and reading the readings for the 
mass. Historically, the Catholic Church had several steps one had to take in order to become a priest, all of 
these roles only reserved to men and only those studying for the priesthood. They were rarely done by 
laymen and never by women. After being a seminarian for a certain period of time, you are tonsured (the 
official entrance into the clerical state), followed by the four minor orders (acolyte, exorcist, lector, and porter) 
and the three major orders (subdeacon, deacon and priest). Until the subdeaconate, the obligation of clerical 
celibacy and the mandate to read the breviary was not under pain of mortal sin. The subdeaconate marked 
the first permanent step to the priesthood, and was seen as the point of no return; before that, leaving the 
seminary was as easy as just simply walking out the door. 


Vatican Il and subsequent modernist reforms abolished the four minor orders and the subdeaconate. 
Acolytes and Lectors were still ordained ministries, though their duties were larger consigned to the laity, 
regardless of gender. | give this background for you to understand what Antipope Francis has just done, 
namely extended the Acolyte and Lector positions to women. This marks the first time the Vatican has 
officially sanctioned the ordaining of women to any ministry, and no doubt is the first toward women deacons 
and possibly women priests. 
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There is nothing new about women proclaiming the Word of God during liturgical celebrations or 
carrying out a service at the altar as altar servers or as Eucharistic ministers. In many communities 
throughout the world these practices are already authorized by local bishops. However, up to this point, 
this has occurred without a true and proper institutional mandate, as an exception to what Pope St 
Paul VI had established when, in 1972, even while abolishing the so-called “minor orders”, he decided 
to maintain that access to these ministries be granted only to men because both were considered to be 
preparatory to the eventual admission to holy orders. Now, in the wake of the discernment which has 
emerged from the last Synods of Bishops, Pope Francis wanted to formalize and institutionalize the 
presence of women at the altar. With the Motu proprio Spiritus Domini, which modifies the first 
paragraph of Canon 230 of the Code of Canon Law, Pope Francis, therefore, establishes that women 
can have access to these ministries and that this be recognized through a liturgical act formally 
instituting them as such. 


Two things have happened here. Francis has modified canon law, the official legal code of the church and he 
has codified a quasi-ordained female ministry. Regardless of the invalid nature of Novus Ordo orders, the 
fact remains that the symbology behind this is huge. No more can conservative Novus Ordo types, who have 
steadfastly maintained that Vatican II is either not a break with the past, say that all the modernist stuff they 
don't like are abuses not sanctioned by Rome. Their pope has given the green light for woman to engage in 
what was once and still kind of still are ordained ministries for men alone. That women priests or deacons 
will follow is only the logical step. There is no greater evidence for the sedevacantist position and the 
heretical nature of Vatican II than this incredible break with tradition. The gig is up: exit the Vatican II religion. 
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